Marlboro articles

Cwnunlty

| Articles

b Westhorough Hews
Shrewsbury Hews
Horthborough Hews
Marlborough Hews
Southboroush Hews
Hudson Hews

v v T T W W

Regional Hews

Town Infa

Career Marketplace

Search our site

Search I

iiTlllII“m -

Your hometown newspaper since 1974 ]

Advertisements

(;ommunity
A Jl(ldlt'

Classifieds that '-""._'_!!

Rate Info Subscription Info Contact Us

Boy Scout uses own hospitalization to help others Aﬂ:ﬁfﬁ:uu
Fet Portiat
Marlborough 3/16/2007

Marlborough - For Boy Scout Nathan Hunt, of Northborough, it was an opportunity to use what he
learned during a painful chapter in hisyoung life to help others who are going through a similar
experience.

Hunt recently completed a service project by leading a host of volunteers who rebuilt a seating m N | [ ,‘
areafor patients and families outside of Marlborough Hospital's Special Care Unit. The new ‘11
seating area, which was completed in late fall 2006, features a red maple shade tree, mulched \[I’H Mg ||l,L
flower beds, cobblestone walkways and two wooden benches.

The service project was a highly personal one for Hunt. He chose it, one of the final stepson his Adver ﬁiﬂlﬁ_fﬂ

quest for Eagle Scout ranking, as ameans to give enjoyment and hope back to those who are going
through adifficult timein their lives.

A few years ago, Hunt was hospitalized for several months with arare disorder called
hypophosphatemia, atumor-induced depletion of phosphate in the body. The illness|eft the
otherwise healthy and active teenager with two broken femurs and in awheelchair for six months.
While his friends could play sports, go camping and do all the things teens do, Hunt was confined
to a hospital for long stretches of time. Going outside in awheelchair, if only for afew minutes,
was atreat and raised his spirits.

"It took awhile for the doctors to figure out what was wrong, so | wasin alot of hospitals -
Marlborough, UMass Memorial and then Yae New Haven. It could get depressing being in a
hospital room all day," Hunt said. "Y ale New Haven had a garden outside, and my dad would take
me there in awheelchair. | got out in the fresh air and could relax. It was great, and meant alot to
me."

A healthy, active teenager today, when it came time to choose his Eagle Scout service project,
Hunt thought back to his experiences of afew years earlier and knew that he somehow wanted to
help those who are in the hospital today.

With the help of volunteers from Boy Scout Troops 1 and 101 in Northborough as well as
Dominic "Micky" Olivo, RN, and the nurses from Marlborough Hospital's Special Care Unit
(SCU), Hunt embarked upon his project, which he estimates involved 260 hours of planning, fund-
raising and work.

The actual hands-on work last fall included Hunt and his crew leveling the ground for the sitting
area outside of the SCU, putting in the cobblestone walkways, replacing wooden boards on two
benches, planting ared maple and flowering tulip and daffodil beds and mulching.

"Micky and the SCU staff helped me with the planning,” Hunt said. "The project helped me learn
alot about being aleader, working with others in the community and reaching goals. It feels good
to accomplish something other people can now enjoy."

Hunt, who started as a Cub Scout in the fifth grade, enjoys scouting and feels it has taught him
lessons he will keep with him throughout his adult life.

"Everyoneisin scouting for the same reasons," he said. "We go camping and participate in high
adventure. Last summer we canoed in the Boundary Waters Canoe Wilderness Areain Minnesota.
But it's not just camping. Scouting also teaches leadership, how to work with others and how to
accomplish goals."

Marlborough Hospital President and CEO John Polanowicz, himself aBoy Scout |eader,
applauded Hunt's altruism.

"Nathan used a traumatic experience in his own life to help those who may be going through the
same type of situation,” Polanowicz said. "His vision, hard work and leadership with this project
will touch the staff and numerous patients and their families here at the hospital for years to come."

http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlboro_articles_10.html (1 of 2)3/26/2007 12:51:36 PM


http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/articles1.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/westborough_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/shrewsbury_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/northborough_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlborough_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/southborough_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/hudson_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/regional_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/town_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/career_marketplace.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/index.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/rate_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/subscription_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/form.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlboro_articles_9.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlborough_news.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlboro_articles_11.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/form.html
http://www.artbyed.com/
http://skymill.com/
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/form.html

Marlboro articles

Copyright ©2007 Community Advocate, Inc.

Community Advocate ¢ 32 South Street, Westborough, MA 01581 « 508-366-5500

http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlboro_articles_10.html (2 of 2)3/26/2007 12:51:36 PM


http://www.communityadvocate.com/index.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/index.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/westborough_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/shrewsbury_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/northborough_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/marlborough_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/southborough_info.html
http://www.communityadvocate.com/html/hudson_info.html

	DNCIAGFAEGMEOAPMKJFMDAOBOGBCCPEIBG: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f3: sp1001e3f9

	f2: 




